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1.	  What	  Crea7vity	  is	  



Creativity 

 
 is the 
generation 
of novel, 
useful ideas. 

 



•  can	  be	  expressed	  in	  
anything	  that	  
people	  do—
mathema7cs,	  
language,	  art,	  
sports,	  business,	  
inven7ng,	  cooking,	  
paren7ng,	  etc.	  



According to Torrance,	


“When a person has no learned 
or practiced solution to a 
problem, some degree of 
creativity is required” 



People	  Who	  Study	  
Crea7vity	  OOen	  Look	  At	  	  
4	  Ps	  	  	  
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2.	  Who	  is	  crea7ve.	  
	  



Crea7vity	  is	  Like	  Intelligence	  in	  
Several	  Ways	  

•  Everyone	  has	  some	  
•  It	  can	  be	  developed	  
or	  s7fled	  

•  There	  are	  levels	  
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+ Some simply call them C and  c 
•  C -- works of genius •  c -- everyday creativity 

Painting by Renoir	
 Nutritious meal by busy Parent	




Emotional Intellectual Physical 

• Openness 
• Curiosity 
• Risk taking 
• Strong self 
concept 
• Persistence 
• Courage 

• Problem solving 
• Fluency 
• Flexibility 
• Originality 
• Elaboration 
• Abstractness of 
Thought 
• Transfer 

• Perfect Pitch or 
other keen sense 
• Eye hand 
coordination 
• Visual memory 
• High energy 
• Body type 
• Looks 
• Size 



The	  Characteris7cs	  of	  
Crea7ve	  Children	  can	  be	  
seen	  as	  posi7ve	  or	  
nega7ve. 
 
Curious	  or	  nosy?	  
Persistent	  or	  stubborn?	  
High	  energy	  or	  hyperac7ve?	  



InaUen7ve	  or…	  



…Imagina7ve?	  





Impulsive	  or…	  



…Freedom	  of	  spirit?	  



Motor	  Hyperac7vity	  or…	  



..High	  Energy?	  



3.	  Why	  crea7vity	  is	  important.	  
	  



 
	  

We	  Should	  Be	  Interested	  in	  	  
Developing	  Crea7vity	  for	  	  
the	  Good	  of	  the	  Individual	  	  
and	  the	  Society	  



	  Crea7ve	  Expression	  Fosters	  	  
Mental	  Health	  



+ Crea7ve	  Students	  Can	  Become	  	  
Crea7ve	  Adults	  

•  Bevin	  Carnes	  
•  She	  was	  “different”	  
•  “In	  her	  own	  world”	  
•  Other	  kids	  teased	  her	  
•  Her	  parents	  encouraged	  her	  crea7vity	  and	  supported	  her.	  
•  Won	  an	  academy	  award	  in	  student	  division	  for	  animated	  
film	  

•  Did	  an	  internship	  for	  Disney	  
•  ABC	  video	  
•  http://abcnews.go.com/Video/playerIndex?id=4276368&affil=wsb 

	  



•  Learn	  to	  express	  themselves	  in	  posi7ve	  ways	  
•  Become	  more	  resilient	  to	  the	  stresses	  of	  
modern	  life	  



Crea7vity	  Engages	  Children	  in	  Their	  
Learning	  To	  Keep	  Them	  in	  School	  



Crea7vity	  is	  Necessary	  for	  Our	  Society	  

Recent	  reports	  warn	  
that	  all	  na7ons	  must	  
develop	  their	  crea7ve	  
thinkers	  to	  retain	  their	  
economic	  and	  
scien7fic	  posi7on	  in	  
the	  compe77ve	  world	  
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In	  a	  Recent	  Poll	  	  
Conducted	  by	  	  

1,500	  CEO's	  iden7fied	  crea7vity,	  defined	  as	  the	  
ability	  to	  make	  innova&ve	  decisions,	  as	  the	  
single	  most	  important	  area	  of	  "leader	  
competency."	  	  



Crea7vity	  in	  All	  Domains	  Improves	  Our	  
Lives	  
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Crea7vity	  helps	  
prepare	  our	  
children	  for	  their	  
future…without	  
knowing	  what	  it	  will	  
be	  
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Individuals	  At	  the	  Top	  of	  Their	  Fields	  
are	  Both	  Intelligent	  and	  Crea7ve	  

•  They	  are	  imagina7ve	  and	  
analy7cal	  

•  They	  consume	  and	  
produce	  knowledge	  

•  “Imagina7on	  is	  more	  
important	  than	  
knowledge.”	  

•  Albert	  Einstein	  



4.	  How	  to	  nurture	  crea7vity	  in	  
your	  children.	  

	  



What	  S7fles	  Crea7vity?	  

•  Fear	  of	  failure—	  
•  Too	  much	  emphasis	  on	  perfec7on	  
•  Too	  much	  compe77on	  

•  Lack	  of	  7me	  for	  imagining	  and	  playing—	  
•  Too	  much	  homework	  
•  Too	  many	  structured	  ac7vi7es,	  drill	  and	  prac7ce	  

•  Rigid	  thinking	  and	  expecta7ons	  
•  Only	  one	  way	  to	  do	  things	  
•  Pushing	  our	  expecta7ons	  too	  much	  instead	  of	  
finding	  the	  child’s	  passion	  



On	  Expecta7ons…	  

It	  is	  not	  our	  job	  to	  form	  children	  
into	  what	  we	  want	  them	  to	  be;	  it	  
is	  our	  job	  to	  find	  out	  who	  they	  
are	  and	  help	  them	  be	  the	  best	  of	  
it.	  



How	  Can	  We	  Nurture	  Crea7vity?	  

•  Learn	  about	  crea7vity.	  
•  Recognize	  the	  characteris7cs	  of	  crea7ve	  
children.	  

•  Value	  crea7vity.	  
•  Help	  children	  think.	  



Children	  Should	  Know	  About	  	  
Their	  Own	  Brains	  

Children’s	  
mo7va7on	  and	  
achievement	  can	  
improve	  just	  
through	  learning	  
about	  their	  brains	  
and	  how	  they	  
work.	  	  	  

hUp://blogs.kqed.org/mindshiO/2012/04/what-‐kids-‐should-‐know-‐about-‐their-‐
own-‐brains/	  



We	  need	  to	  
teach	  
students	  
how	  to	  
think,	  not	  
what	  to	  
think	  
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How	  Can	  You	  Best	  Advocate	  for	  
Your	  Child?	  
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1.  Begin	  by	  	  trying	  to	  partner	  with	  the	  school	  
to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  gifted	  students	  (don’t	  
begin	  with	  being	  adversarial).	  

2.  Recognize	  that	  multiple	  voices	  have	  a	  
greater	  impact	  (as	  long	  as	  they	  are	  not	  
shrill).	  	  So,	  joining	  or	  starting	  a	  parent	  
group	  can	  have	  long	  term	  benefits.	  



NAGC	  is	  a	  Resource	  for	  Advocacy:	  	  
hUp://www.nagc.org	  
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Hoagie’s	  GiOed	  Educa7on	  Page	  
hUp://www.hoagiesgiOed.org/parents.htm	  
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http://www.giftedjourney.com/	  
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“There are two lasting bequests we 
can give our children.   

One is roots.   
The other is wings.” 

 
Hodding	  Carter,	  Jr.	  

	  


